HONG KONG FREE PRESS

Annual Report

il f W ¥ < @ N



Annual Report 2022
HKFP BHGeEs

Page 3: Our Mission & Impact Page 10: Staff & Structure
Page 4-7: The Best of HKFP 2021 Page 11-13: Transparency Report
Page 8: 2022 Achievements Page 14-18: Press Freedom Update

Page 9: Placement, Ethics, Impact  Page 19-20: How to Support HKFP

This yeards Annual R e Bozanne Peppeddightl irespadted atadennic ahdrH&EFPIc@umeist.
Dear readers and supporters,
The HKFP newsroom pressed on in 2022, expanding to a team of eight and investing heavily in video
and photography. We covered the Covid-19 pandemic, court wranglings, the ongoing security law

crackdown and the inauguration of John Leeduring the city's 25th Handover anniversary.

The year also saw manysound the death knell for press freedom, with the demise of several more
news outlets, journalists behind bars, and the city nosediving in global free expression rankings.

With 1,000 journalists out of work, the pessimism is understandable - though, at the same time,
there remains some space for local news reporting. With our impartial stance, transparent funding,
and balanced coverage guided by an Ethics Codeand Corrections Policy, our dedicated team have
sought to seize the remaining space and are continuing to weather the storm. And with the closure
of Citizen News and Factwire last year, it has become all the more important to persist with our on -
the-ground reporting, to ask tough questions, and to safeguard and maintain our archive as the first

draft of history.
As Lee took the | eadership reins in 2022, he cl ai
he urged the media to tell "good Hong Kong stori e

job - nor is it within the journalistic tradition - to tell fluffy PR stories on behalf of the authorities. We
will continue to do our duty and cover the good, bad and ugly sides of local life, whilst ensuring staff
safety, protecting sources, and trying our best to navigate unclear legal realities.

In 2023, Hong Kong is reopening as the pandemic subsides. Our team will be monitoring the city's
recovery and seeing whether the government will allow the return of mass protests during key
anniversaries. The trial of the 47 democrats will finally begin, and we will also be watching several
events relating to press freedom: the Stand News and Apple Daily trials, as well as the legislation of
the Article 23 security law, "fake news" law and crowdfunding requlation . Aside from further
investing in video and photography, we will also be launching a podcast this year.

With another no doubt bumpy year ahead, | present our Annual Report, as we round-up our best
coverage, achievements, and our accounts from the past 12 months. Our work is only possible
thanks to regular contributions from our monthly Patrons. Hopefully, with your kind readership and
support, there will be many Annual Reports to come!

Editor-In-Chief & Founder,

Hong Kong Free Press. E";!':;E

Tom Grundy, //

hongkongfp.com E-‘ .¢E'

Tel: +852 9447-3443. info@hongkongfp.com

The Hive kTown, 6/F, Cheung Hing IndustrialBldg, 12P Smithfield Road, Kennedy Town.
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Our Mission & Impact

Founded in 2015,Hong Kong Free Press is an impartial, non-profit, award-
winning English-language newspaper. Run by journalists, backed by readers
and completely independent, HKFP is governed by a public code of ethics.
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1lion : 946
Total pageviews since 2015 Stories published Monthly HKFP donors

#2 on social media among all local English-language news outlets.
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135,754 Instagram fans
- up 22% in 2022.

422,977 Twitter followers
- up 10% in 2022.

2,605 Telegram followers
-~ up1%in 2022.

372,325 Facebook followers
- up 7% in 2022.

23,173 YouTube subscribers

- up 15% in 2022.

2,028 Linkedin fans
- up 20% in 2022.

11,810 newsletter subscribers
- up 3% in 2022.

642 Mastodon fans
- new for 2022.
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Other 2022 statistics:

A 84% of HKFP readers use English as a first language.
A 22% are aged between 25-34; 22% are aged 35-44.
A 43% are Hong Kong-based, 16% are US based.
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The Best of HKFP 2022

Original features: The beginning of the year was dominated by surging Covid-19 infections

as the Omicron variant escaped strict border
death rate soaring to become the highest in the world . We documented the_collapse of the

health care system asfrontline doctors slammed the zero -Covid policy for putting politics

before public health.

We also covered the many ways the outbreak exposed social injustice: fromdomestic
workers who were left to sleep on the streets after contracting the virus, to those forced to
isolate in substandard housing, where infections spread among family members, and
refugees who had little to eat as panic buying cleared supermarket shelves.
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BREAKING

Strict Covid rules contributed to a mass exodus from the city, exacerbated by shrinking
freedoms since the implementation of the national security law. HKFP spoke to Hongkongers
who had decided to leave the city for the second time , and to someone hoping to find new
homes for once-cherished items that had been forsaken.

We also spent time with people who have opted to stay in the city. Some turned to New Age
practices and therapiesto make sense of an uncertain world, while others returned to the
land to cultivate a sense of identity. Meanwhile, across the city, independent bookstores
thrived o offering readers a welcome space for freedom of thought .

After being postponed because of the pandemic, former top police officer and security chief

John Lee was selected by a small circle of pr
leader in May, after running uncontested. We examined the voting process, recently

overhauled by Beijing, and Lee himself- in his own words.
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As Victoria Park remained empty on the anniversary SR——
of the 1989 Tiananmen crackdown, we looked into
how Hongkongers were silenced after three decades
of vigils, and how some remained committed to the
commemoration amid a heavy police presence.
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Then, as the city marked 25 years since its Handover

from Britain in July with au'f“g‘f e i
we delved into what the milestone meant for Hong . T

Kong. We tracked how protests on the July 1 anniversary

- traditionally a day for Hongkongers to take their diverse demands to the streets - fell
silent. We also used data to explorehow the city had transformed, and spoke with migrant
worker activists for whom little had changed - they continue to fight for the same rights
today as before 1997.
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https://hongkongfp.com/2022/03/06/a-very-stupid-idea-hong-kong-frontline-medics-decry-dynamic-covid-zero-as-putting-politics-before-public-health/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/02/17/foreign-domestic-worker-spends-2-nights-in-hong-kong-park-after-contracting-covid-as-ngo-warns-of-emerging-crisis/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/02/22/left-to-die-infected-and-unemployed-a-6-person-hong-kong-familys-2-week-covid-19-home-quarantine-ordeal/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/03/04/covid-19-panic-buying-leaves-hong-kongs-refugees-with-little-to-eat-as-fifth-wave-sends-food-prices-soaring/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/07/10/the-hong-kong-returnees-who-want-to-leave-again/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/07/24/mementos-of-a-vanished-hong-kong-pile-up-at-vintage-second-hand-store-amid-emigration-wave/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/01/30/healing-havens-young-hongkongers-find-relief-and-refuge-in-crystals-and-informal-new-age-counselling/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/24/hongkongers-take-to-the-land-to-cultivate-a-sense-of-identity-as-political-expression-withers/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/07/17/amid-exodus-and-societal-shifts-hong-kongs-independent-bookstores-offer-freedom-of-thought-community/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/15/explainer-hong-kongs-first-small-circle-leadership-race-since-beijings-patriots-only-electoral-overhaul/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/18/who-is-john-lee-12-quotes-from-hong-kongs-unopposed-leadership-hopeful/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/06/03/how-hongkongers-were-silenced-after-three-decades-of-commemorating-the-1989-tiananmen-crackdown/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/06/04/in-pictures-high-security-and-mini-acts-of-defiance-as-hong-kong-seeks-to-thwart-tiananmen-crackdown-commemorations/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/07/02/timeline-hong-kongs-july-1-carnival-of-dissent-how-17-years-of-protest-demands-fell-silent/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/07/01/hong-kong-25-6-graphs-showing-a-city-in-flux/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/07/03/hong-kong-25-migrant-domestic-workers-have-long-fought-against-reversals-of-their-rights-theyre-not-stopping/

The Best of HKFP 2022

Our reporting on workersd rights issues inclu
the city fell victim to complex and continuously evolving Covid -19 rules, whilst advocates

pushed for fair treatment from employers. Exploitation remains rife for domestic workers in

Hong Kong & we investigated the hurdles many face, including an unforgiving screening

process to grant legal recognition.

HONG KONG'S FIRST ,
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Through our reporting on underrepresented communities, we spent time with two
passionate oOvoguer s o6 aandspdketytransteenpoers dedmedtoor a b
young to receive gender-affirming treatments at Hong Kong public hospitals . We examined

t h e cdngerydiive approach to beauty with model and singer Lezlie Chan and heard the
experiences of a trio of ethnic minority queer teenagers . We also caught up with the asexual
community, who are seeking a voice in the LGBT+ community.

We also listened asethnic minority groups shared their stories and struggles on an audio -
guided tour of Hong Kong , and were there for the reopening of the recently renovated
Khalsa Diwan templee a f ocal point for the cityds Sikhs

InayearthatsawtheJ ul v become Hong Kongwedookedat t est mont
environmental issues such as how aggressive, governmentbacked development helped

hasten the disappearance of the Chinese white dolphin population. City officials were absent

from the UN climate conference COP27 in Egypt, buta delegation of young Hongkongers

was present to sound the alarm.

Government-backed development projects also led to the demise of some decades-old
companies. We spoke to the whichweas®rcedfocléshte ci ty
make way for the Northern Metropolis , and an ice factory,whose site was earmarked for a

public housing project.

Why are Hong Kong's rare pink dolphins
disappearing?

It's time to switch off to save the planet,
ex-chief of Observatory Lam Chiu-ying
tells aircon-addicted Hongkongers

There were those trying to breathe new life into long -standing businesses, though.
Administrators of social media accounts committed to conserving historical shops shared
their journeys from online preservation to community activation .

Three years on from the pro-democracy protests that wracked the city in 2019, a number of
those who participated in the demonstrations remain in custody. We documented the
groups that exist to offer them, and their families, material and practical support , and
listened as former protesters reflected on their life behind bars, and after prison .
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The Best of HKFP 2022

When widespread protests erupted in mainland China over strict zero-Covid policies, with some
crowds calling for greater freedoms, we delved into what had caused them and why blank

sheets of A4 paper came to symbolise the short-lived movement. We were also out in full force
covering the solidarity ralli esandanunivmityg Kongaos
campuses across the city

Our features this year also spanned the Taiwan Strait, with reporting onthe plight of migrant
workers on the island, how people in Taipei were prepping for the unthinkable amid threats of
invasion by Beijing, and an exhibition exploring the afterlife of East and Southeast Asia that
captured Taiwanese imaginations
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) EXPLAINER 5 ASSURED IF MEDIA
MAINLANDERS' HOPES onzvssc’umuxw

Explanatory reporting: We continued our monthly explainers on the impact of the national
security law on the city, and explored how official attitudes to Covid -19 evolved during the
deadly fithwaveas part of our oshifting narrativeso s

Our timeline documenting the decline of press freedom in the city unfortunately saw regular
updates. But all is not lost, as our explainer on the small Chineselanguage outlets that
persevere showed.

We wrote explainers on political developments, including ill-fated bills that were resurrected in

the absence of any oppositon,h ow v ot er demographics changed s
overhaul,andJ ohn Leeds f i r s Andwedalsosought to clarify complek iegale

issues with an informative lookatHong Kongo6s sedition | aw, a col
century, as well as the important features of court reporting such as the limits placed on what

can be written or broadcast.

Hong Kongds b yl2alestgave us pléty of fodder for guides and explainers. We
spelled out entry requirements, Vaccine Pass rulesand the restrictions that remain in place.

We also fully embraced data reporting as part of our expansion, digging into the numbers to
understandhow t o measur e Hong,wla mgpéned tonthes?819 @rotesters) s
and 1,000 days of Covid in the city.

emes HKFP
e - ot In 2022 our newsroom made new

investments in court reporting, data
journalism and video. During the year, we
produced 36 fully -fledged features , 17
interviews , 120 opinion pieces, as well as#A5
special stories on the 25th anniversary of the
Handover. In all, HKFP has published over
1,723 stories on the national security law
and over 1,905 on Covid -19.

2 years of Hong Kong's national
security law - explained in data
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https://hongkongfp.com/2022/09/27/explainer-hong-kongs-covid-19-entry-requirements-and-restrictions/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/02/24/hkfp-guide-hong-kongs-covid-19-vaccine-pass-frequently-asked-questions/
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https://hongkongfp.com/2022/10/18/1000-days-of-covid-19-in-hong-kong-in-data/

The Best of HKFP 2022

Interviews: In 2022, we spent time with the League of Social Democrats one of the last
remaining pro-democracy groups active in the city, who spoke about their commitment to
speaking out against the government. We also interviewed American lawyer SamuelBickett,
who was deported from the city after spending time in jail for assaulting a police officer - a
charge he believed was politically motivated.

We spoke to the founder of an independent publisher, Raymond Yeung, in the days before he
was jailed for nine-months over an illegal assembly. Yeung, formerly a teacher who was partially
blinded by a police projectile during a protest in 2019, turned to publishing.

At the other end of the political spectrum, we sat down with government advisor Ronny Tong,
who asserted that the outlook for the city - and for a more democratic form of governance -
looked promising.

We met a number of artists learning to navigate curbs to creativity under the current political
climate, including font designer Roy Chan illustrator Maoshan Connie, and Teresa Chanwho
works with the unusual medium of fallen leaves.

And we joined ex-head of the Hong Kong Observatory Lam Chiuying - an advocate of living
without air -conditioning - as he visited residents of subdivided flats during the summer.

HKF P & s -wanwg journalism:

A 2016 Human rights Press Award : Merit
for Medhavi Arora for reporting on
sexual harassment.

A 2019 Human Rights Press Award : David
Missal for video on rights lawyer Lin Qilei.

Scoops: Using satellite imagery, we exposed A 2020 SOPA Award : Honourable Mention
how construction of a temporary bridge for Kris Cheng for explanatory reporting
connecting Hong Kong to mainland China on the protests.
began days before emergency laws were A 2020 SOPA Award : Finalist for May
invoked to allow it to be built . James for protest photography.

A 2021 SOPA Award : Honourable Mention
We also revealed that a rule requiring for Steve Vines for opinion writing on the
government employees to swear allegiance to protests.
Hong Kong had been expanded to foreigners A 2021 Nobel Peace Prize nomination:
teaching English at some local schools For safeguarding press freedom.

Declining to do so would put their jobs at risk.

And we investigated the introduction of a : ~
registration system to access titles in the i ’ - e/ =
Uni versity of Hong Kon{@s S p elcHis | GG |
Though the update to archival processes met 3
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https://hongkongfp.com/2022/07/02/how-one-of-hong-kongs-last-active-pro-democracy-party-strives-to-survive-as-security-law-bites/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/03/26/after-jail-time-and-deportation-from-hong-kong-us-lawyer-samuel-bickett-mulls-appeal-to-top-court/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/08/13/fine-print-raymond-yeung-of-independent-hong-kong-publisher-hillway-culture-presses-on/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/06/29/hong-kong-25-govt-advisor-and-democrat-at-heart-ronny-tong-says-political-reform-still-possible/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/02/06/defining-character-a-hong-kong-font-designers-bold-effort-to-preserve-cantonese-culture/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/16/how-artist-and-writer-maoshan-connie-helps-hongkongers-see-the-trees-from-the-city/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/05/28/hong-kong-artist-teresa-chan-gives-fallen-leaves-a-new-lease-of-life/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/08/28/its-time-to-switch-off-to-save-the-planet-lam-chiu-ying-tells-aircon-addicted-hongkongers/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/03/covid-19-work-on-temporary-china-hong-kong-bridge-began-before-emergency-law-was-invoked-satellite-images-show/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/06/10/exlcusive-some-foreign-english-teachers-employed-by-govt-must-swear-allegiance-to-hong-kong-or-risk-their-job/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/10/31/exclusive-university-of-hong-kong-makes-library-users-register-to-access-some-politically-sensitive-books/

2022 Achievements
Google News Initiative

HKFP secures Google grant: HKFP won backingfromGo o gl eds Newsdn Equi t
recognition of its original reporting on th
HK$105,615 was largely earmarked for new multimedia gear and marketing for a fundraising
campaign. HKFP was among 450 newsrooms across 52 countries and territories that received
backing to "further empower a diverse news ecosystem."
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Video: HKFP finally made a foray into video in 2022 as we
hired our first multimedia journalist. We produced a video
explainer on Hong Kong's new era of film censorship and
a data-based visual explainer on the security law. We
launched the HKFP drone to assess thestate of local
beaches and met some activists trying to clear up the
trash. Among the local news events our videographer
covered were the Tiananmen anniversary police
crackdown,theo bl ank pl a @gainsi@ovidl e mo s
rules, and local tributes to the late ex-Chinese leader
Jiang Zemin. Aside from video
interviews with the ex-Observatory chief, government official Ronny Tong and the League of
Social Democrats we produced mini-documentariesonHong Kong6s f i r st qu
on the ex-reporters launching a bookshop, childhood memories of a dairy farm, thec i t y 6 s
OV ogui n ogaddaplesesineel model.

The Guardian affiliation: 2022 saw HKFP Gl'gll‘edian

partner with British broadsheet the Guardian, ® The,.
giving a global boost to our on -the-ground p———— » Gual‘dlan
reporting. As part of the affiliation, we chronicled ik we are being left to die’: Hong Kong
the worst moments of the Omicron outbreak , Inikioncantioer Conhir

when the healthcare system was at breaking ‘ .
pointtandhow Hong Kongds Co
Beijing to expand its influence. We also spoke to
human rights lawyer Michael Vidler, who left the
city in April after more than three decades citing
concerns about the national security law.

fnabl ed

2022 expansion : HKFP expanded to  Football team : Fall River Marksmen Football Club

a team of eight in 2022, and hired in Massachusetts continued its ‘reverse

our first photographer. We invested sponsorship' deal with HKFP, emblazoning our logo
heavily in new gear and finally on their new kit and raising over HK$10,000 in
created a photo archive. jersey sales for our newsroom.

New income stream : HKFP signed up with ProQuest to resyndicate its news articles.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cCHkRsh3BNI
https://youtu.be/Fd4jXKrSBHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBQkmKmgQpI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=keLuK2J2N8M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2002Z8Ifpw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ik-YsN-fdc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFb70zCIHoU
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/03/14/its-like-we-are-being-left-to-die-hong-kong-tackles-deadliest-covid-wave/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/03/26/as-hong-kongs-covid-crisis-continues-beijing-makes-its-presence-felt-stronger-than-ever/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/06/02/lawyer-michael-vidler-reflects-on-19-years-of-equal-rights-advocacy-in-hong-kong-and-his-reasons-for-leaving/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/11/16/editorial-hkfp-wins-hk105k-backing-from-googles-news-equity-fund/

